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had striven so hard to bring about his downfall, declared on the
morrow of the election, when it gloated over the "sensational vic-
tory " the Caucus had achieved, that Pherozeshah remained then, as
he had been for years past, the ablest non-European, not only in
Bombay, but probably in all India, and that the movement which
had culminated in his utter defeat had never for a moment been
intended to exclude him from civic affairs, in which his great ex-
perience would always be of the utmost value.
With these facts against them, the conclusion is irresistible that
the whole movement from first to last was animated by personal
hostility to Pherozeshah. It was idle to say that the idea was to ex-
clude him merely from the Justices electorate. The Harrison clique
knew very well that nothing it could have done could have kept him
out of a seat on the Corporation, so long as there were independent
bodies of voters in the other constituencies. If the real object was to
break Pherozeshah's power, without depriving the Corporation of
the benefit of his unique experience of municipal affairs, it could
have been achieved by overthrowing his following, the men whom
he had made, the men, who, according to a widely prevalent notion,
spoke with his voice and saw with his eyes. If, accordingly, the
organizers of the Caucus had included him in the ticket, the move-
ment would not have provoked that bitterness and hostility which it
so abundantly aroused; but their idea was deliberately to throw him
out and humiliate him. In a system of party government, when a
man is thrown out by his constituency, it means his electors are out
of sympathy either with his views or with those of his party, and are
inclined to support the policy outlined by his opponent, which, foe
the time being at least, appeals to them strongly. But the Caucus had
no programme, no policy, no ideas of its own. Its battle-cry was
"Down with the dictator, away with his following." When that was
accomplished, it fondly imagined its gallant little phalanx of ft In-
dependents" had done its duty and had purged the City of a most
unwholesome influence.
Thus regarded, the Caucus must be condemned as a most dis-
creditable movement. Of many of the men who engineered it, little
else could have been expected. But there were some in that hetero-
geneous crowd which had ranged itself under Mr. Harrison's banner,